
 
 
  
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Wednesday 20th May, 2015 

at 7.30pm at Bluntisham Village Hall, Bluntisham. 
 
Present:      
 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Margaret Lumb (ML)  - Bluntisham PC 
Jeff Nicholls (JN)  - Earith PC 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Earith Speedwatch 
Wendy Oldfield (WO)  - Earith Speedwatch 
Lorna Dupre (LD)  - East Cambs DC 
Owen Mc Laughlin (OM) - Earith 
Andy Bush (AB)  - Hilton HAT 
 
 
  
Minutes: Owen McLaughlin (OM) - Earith Villagers Association 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman for the Meeting 
BB kindly volunteered to chair the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies for Absence 
Ann Sherwood, Ken Attwood, Christine Ward, Penny Mayo. 
 
Roy Harknett has resigned from the Mepal Parish Council and had emailed to say that he did 
not think he could now attend the HCV meetings.  
Following some discussion in which it was agreed that RH had very useful experience and 
insight into HCV matters, it was decided to ask him if he would like to attend in a ‘civilian’ 
capacity and not as a PC representative. OM to contact him. 
  
3. Minutes from the last meeting held on 12/02/2015 
 
It was agreed that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting. 

 
4. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
Historic actions: 
 

HCV Funding 
 
Ian Dewar said there may be funding sources open to the HCV and 
advised that we contact Sue Harris on this matter 
 
OM still trying to contact Sue Harris 
Action: ML volunteered to track her down. 

Ongoing OM 

 
Air Quality: 
OM said that the UK has been ordered by the Supreme Court to take action on air pollution before 
the end of the year. The UK is breaching EU limits for Nitrogen Dioxide, primarily in urban locations.  
 
Latta’s Farm Development: 
Huntingdon DC has approved the Latta’s Farm application for the construction of agricultural 
reservoirs which will mean up to 64 extra HCV movements at George Corner in Earith over a 5 year 
period.  
This decision was made despite there being nearly100 hundred submissions against the proposal 
(and none in favour) and opposition from neighbouring parish councils and representatives from 
district and county councils.  



 
 
The environmental and safety considerations were entirely ignored and the data gathered by the 
HCV group was dismissed by the HDC environmental officer who challenged both the methodology 
and the conclusions.  He said there was ‘no evidence that PM10 levels in Earith are exceeding 
any objectives’ and added that he ‘would expect them to comply comfortably.’  
OM thought that the  HCV group should challenge these assertions.  
AJ said he didn’t know how they have any data at all since the few sampling stations there are 
don’t seem to be working. This is true of Wicken and Bar Hill. We can use Freedom of 
Information requests if necessary. 
LD said we should compile a list of questions such as; What are the current statistics for Earith? 
What is the operational status of monitoring stations?  etc  
WO said she had spoken to a Neil Cooper of MLM consultants who deals with environmental 
issues. He was very helpful in giving advice on how local authorities should be approached. In 
particular, putting them on the spot in respect of the ‘duty of care’ that they have to citizens. We 
should keep him informed on what we are doing. 
We can also include local MPs in the discussion. 
 
Actions: 

a. Compile a list of questions to put to HDC 
b. Inform Jeff Buck of HDC’s verdict on the environmental testing 

 
Traffic Counts: 
 
The recent automated speed check in Bluntisham in the 40 mph zone which took place from 22nd 
March to the 29th March reported 11157 vehicle movements in total. About 11% of the traffic was 
exceeding the speed limit and about 3% were above the ACPO limit of 46mph. 
 
ML thought that the speeding figure of 11% was about right for Bluntisham. 
 
But BB said that the traffic count looked suspicious. All recent counts in Earith on the A1123 in the 
last 5 years  have shown traffic levels between 8000 and 10000 vehicles per day so it is difficult to 
see how the A1123 in Bluntisham could be so much lower.  
AB said that a recent count in Hilton using the same new technology also produced a suspect result. 
It recorded only 28,308 vehicle movements in a week whereas a count done in 2011 had counted 
38,562. The location was slightly different but the discrepancy is large. 
 
The meeting thought that the accuracy of the Bluntisham count should be questioned. 
Action:  ML to question Brian Robins about the numbers. 
 
BB said that you cannot now have one of the monitoring boxes unless you have an ‘official’ 
Speedwatch group in the village.  

 
5. Cost-Benefit Analysis Report 
 
AJ said that the report was largely done. He had had a meeting with BB to look at some 
statistics and there is still some CCC material to add. It would also help to get more personal 
statements. 
 
There was some discussion about strategy.  OM said that at the last meeting it was suggested 
that we should approach the police informally to get their view before we went to the parishes. 
ML said she had tried to do this but had not had a response from her police contacts.  
LD thought we should get the parishes to do it. We have waited until after the election so we 
would know the composition of the councils. Now we know who we are dealing with. We also 
have elected PC representatives on this committee.  
AJ added that we should get more people involved at district and county level. Steve Criswell 
could be an ally and has already spoken about TROs for the villages.  
 
It was agreed that we would write a letter to all the PC’s involved asking them to apply for TROs 
based on the findings of the report. We can ask them to make it an agenda item at their 
meetings in July and offer to come to those meetings to explain the TRO proposition which is for 



 
 
weight limits at three strategic points, Earith Bridge, TwentyPence bridge and the railway bridge 
at Haddenham.  
 
Actions:   

a. OM to compose the letter for the parishes. 
b. AJ to complete the report with help from BB 

 
AB said that the case for Hilton was a bit different because it was not a fen village. Justo Perez 
could present the report to the Hilton PC 
LD added that there was more we could do to build a campaign by using the press and social 
media.  Perhaps also an online petition. 
  
6. A14 Preliminary Meeting Report 
 
AB reported on the preliminary hearing held on May 13th which he had filmed. The next stage of 
the process was to submit written representations before the June 15th deadline. A series of 
open hearings are also going to be held in Hilton, Bar Hill and Brampton.  
 
There was also some concern that not all the people who responded to the original application 
received notification of the preliminary hearing. AB said that if this was the case then he would 
raise this matter on our behalf.  
 
There was some discussion on the decision to remove the bridge at Huntingdon and the 
problems this would cause. The prevailing view is that it is HDC who are most strongly in favour 
of the demolition.  
 
Action:  HCV to resubmit its objections. 
 
 
7. Ely Bypass Development 
 
AJ said that there was a clear need to do more drilling to investigate the state of the ground. 
The experience of the proposed railway improvement between Ely and Soham is instructive 
here. Part of this work was also to improve the junction at Ely but work was stopped because 
the ground was so poor and they need more funding before they can proceed.  The Ely work is 
essential to the completion of the railway project. But CCC seem to have ignored this  issue in 
their decision to go ahead with the bypass based on an ‘assumption’ that the ground conditions 
are suitable. This could lead to a debacle similar to the guided busway which is sinking into the 
fen. Mike Mason from Cottenham had asked the CCC engineer if they had done proper surveys.  
 
AJ said he was going to submit an FOI request to get more information. CCC have got rid of 
Atkins and he thinks the contractors are now Skanska. 
 
LD said she thought they would be appointing contractors in the autumn.  
 
The projected completion date is late 2017. 
 
8. AOB 
 
Berry Fen WindFarm: 
 
AJ said that despite the obvious potential problems associated with of moving the turbines along 
the A1123, CCC only objected with respect to the drove roads.  
 
Michael Church from the Drainage Board had also been concerned about access to important 
parts of the drainage system being impeded. Yet highways now seem to have dropped all  their 
objections 



 
 
JN said that Earith PC had also written with their concerns about the village roads. He felt that 
we need to repeat our objections. 
 
Validation List for Planning: 
 
AJ said that the consultation period for the Validation List ends on May 27th. In his opinion there 
were a number of significant omissions. The main concerns relate to the lack of any proper CO2 
assessment during the lifecycle of projects and the same criticism applies to methane which is a 
much more potent greenhouse gas.  
 
There was also no consultee on air quality despite the fact that there are now strict limits 
applicable to particulates of 2.5 microns and less. Public Health England have estimated that 
particulate pollution already causes over 200 deaths per annum in the county. This is all the 
more surprising since the County Council now has a duty of care with respect to the health of 
residents. 
 
AJ will be sending a response to this consultation.  
 
HCV Minutes: 
 
LD thought that the HCV minutes should contain more of a project action plan with respect to 
the main ongoing actions. There could have more columns to show who is responsible for 
actions, with timescales, milestones etc. 
 
 
Date for Next Meeting:  TBA 
 
 
 
 
 


